
 
 

 

  
2019 Middle School Conference 

Breakout Sessions Announcement  
 

 Keynote Address  
Dr. Martinez, Clint ISD 
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It’s All About Making 
Connections in Reading, 
Writing, and Language 
Arts! 

Transforming Language 
through Visual Expression 
 

Weight: A Planetary 
Exploration 
 

Curiosity Matters: 
Connecting Stem to the 
Real World 
 

Unlocking the Written 
Word with Newsela 
 

Presented by:  
Vianey Ross  
From: Ysleta ISD 
 
This session is for new teachers 
that are teaching 6th grade. 
You will have an opportunity 
to see how to make 
connections in reading, 
writing, and social studies! You 
will also get an opportunity to 
see how to group your 
students for Guided Reading 
and receive ideas for learning 
centers. Furthermore, we will 
discuss work you may collect 
for you to grade as you are 
planning your lessons! 

Presented by:  
Frank Rimbach  
From: EPCC 
 
Three techniques can be used 
in any class to symbolize, 
illustrate and express 
information in a visual 
language using art 
techniques. This workshop is 
designed to show how a 
poem, a song or in fact any 
information can be expressed 
by the student. The three 
techniques will be addressed: 
collage, song/poem, and 
sharpie with a piece of paper 
to draw. 

Presented by:  
Catherine Tambor 
From: Northwest Early 
College High School 
 
Come examine some hands-
on and calculator-based 
activities that you can use in 
your classroom to investigate 
how weight changes from 
one planet to the next. We will 
be using regression to find 
equations of conversion for 
weight on other planets and 
planetary masses in our solar 
system. 

Presented by:  
Mykel Estes 
From: EVERFI, Inc. 
 
EVERFI’s engaging no-cost 
STEM activities tap into 
student interest and curiosity 
to make critical math and 
science concepts relatable 
leads them through STEM 
career exploration. Engaging 
and interactive online STEM 
activities & career readiness 
lesson plans inspire students to 
pursue the careers of 
tomorrow. 

Presented by: Perla 
Sanchez 
From: Newsela 
 
Join us for a targeted Newsela 
workshop to learn how 
Newsela can help unlock the 
written word for ALL CONTENT 
areas by supporting students 
with vocabulary development 
in context, metacognitive skills 
including inferencing, and 
writing development through 
customizable writing prompts 
and mentor texts. 
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Writing Across the 
Curriculum 

A Day in a Life of a 
Middle School Teacher 

Mathematics SpEd 
Inclusion for Middle 
School 

Middle School Students 
are Different, Teach to 
Them. 

Supporting English 
Learners with Next-Gen 
Tools 

Presented by:  
Connie Regalado 
From: Del Valle Middle 
School 
 
Teachers will discover 
strategies they can use to 
incorporate writing into any 
content. 

Presented by:  
Nishna Esparza 
From: Socorro Middle 
School 
 
This session will walk you 
through a typical day in a 
7th grade classroom.  This 
session will entail strategies 
and techniques that will 
enhance student learning 
through accountable 
student talk, all the while, 
increasing their cognitive 
rigor through inquiry. 

Presented by:  
Pat Juarez 
From: Region 19 
 
Have mathematics SPED 
students? Have an inclusion 
teacher? Oh, you are a math 
inclusion teacher!  
Come learn the basics in co-
teaching models and how 
these models facilitate 
learning mathematics for the 
entire classroom. Come as a 
team and preview preliminary 
steps and engage in critical 
conversations to get the ball 
rolling towards master level 
learning in the mathematics 
inclusion classroom. 

 

Presented by:  
Annette Brigham 
From: Canutillo School 
Board  
 
Middle school is a pivotal 
developmental time for 
students. Middle schools need 
to adjust to students NOT the 
other way around.  It takes 
planning, kid focused 
educators, and dedication 
provide a great learning 
environment for this age 
group.  Because their brain 
development is at a critical 
point, educators have a 
unique opportunity to create 
a learning experience to help 
all kids be successful. This 
session will give insight on the 
physical and emotional 
changes that this age group is 
experiencing and how to 
mesh an educational 
environment to suit them and 
build success. 

 

Presented by:  
Jodie Lujan 
From: Gadsden ISD 
 
Join us as we discuss how the 
integration of technology 
supports ELLs’ cognitive, 
linguistic, and affective needs. 
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Improving your Writing 
(End) Game: Using Open-

ended Responses for Assessment 

Middle School Minds: 
Developing Social and Emotional 
Intelligence through Growth-
Promoting Relationships 

Rockin’ Language 
Acquisition 
 

Key STAAR Points for 
Middle School Science 
 

Keep Calm & Google 
On 

Presented by: Dr. Kim 
Baxter 
From: Socorro ISD 
 
Core content area teachers 
know they should include 
writing on assessments but 
often aren't sure how to do it. 
In this session, participants will 
learn about crafting OER 
questions, teaching the 
process to students, and 
grading the results. "Writing to 
learn" is incredibly powerful 
and can be done in a way 
that is manageable for the 
teacher and meaningful to 
the student. 

 

Presented by:  
Sandra Gandara &  
Christopher Kazanjian, 
Ph.D. 
From: EPCC 
 
This presentation will address 
the social and emotional 
needs of 6th-8th grade 
students from a humanistic, 
psychology and affective 
neuroscience standpoint. The 
presenters will offer new 
research in the field of 
educational psychology to 
promote the social and 
emotional intellectual benefits 
of growth-promoting 
relationships. Audience 
members will learn how to 
establish growth-promoting 
relationships with students in 
the middle school classroom 
and after-school activities. 

 

Presented by:  
Claudia DeAnda 
From: Region 19 
 
On your mark! Get set! 
TALK! Not sure how to 
increase your student’s oral 
language proficiency in a 
fun way? This is the right 
session for you. You will get 
to practice practical ways 
to increase the rigor of your 
student’s thinking, all the 
while holding them to 
academic structured 
conversations and having 
fun while doing so. Please 
come ready to stand up, 
think, and talk!  

Presented by:  
Ernesto Herrera  
From: Region 19 
 
Participants will engage 
in a hands-on approach 
to understanding some 
of the major focal points 
involved in state-aligned 
science to ensure 
student success with the 
mandated test.  
Materials and the 
associated documents 
will be made available.   
 

Presented by:  
Yoscelina Hernandez 
From: Region 19 
 
This hands-on session will 
focus on effectively 
using G-Suite for 
Education. Participants 
will experience the 
many possibilities for 
integrating Google 
Apps, Google Tools and 
add-ons into everyday 
teaching. Take your 
Google skills to the next 
level! 
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Reading is Thinking Teaching the Whole 

Child: SEL + Career 
Readiness Tools 

 Algebra I and ISN’s: A 
How-to Model 

Nurturing a Culture of 
Literacy  

TEKS RS Overview and 
Updates 

Presented by: 
April Burnett 
From: Canutillo ISD 
 
This is an action packed 
and interactive session 
where participants will 
learn specific strategies for 
metacognitive reading. 
Participants will be able to 
use these strategies 
immediately to help 
students visualize, 
questions, predict, infer, 
connect, and synthesize 
before during and after 
reading. These strategies 
speak directly to new ELAR 
Standard 5: "The student 
uses metacognitive skills to 
both develop and deepen 
comprehension of 
increasingly complex texts" 

Presented by:  
Mykel Estes 
From: EVERFI, Inc.  
 
Social and emotional 
development is essential to 
students’ success – now 
and in their future. EVERFI's 
no-cost resources are 
designed to equip 
educators with tools to 
nurture skills like 
compassion, leadership, 
conflict resolution, self-
awareness and resilience. 
All necessary resources 
have been donated to 
ISD's in ESC19. 
 

Presented by:  
Brenda Gonzalez  
From: Fabens High 
School 
 
Teachers will learn the 
basic principles of 
foldables and journaling in 
their math class. Though 
we will be using Algebra I 
examples, the process can 
be replicated at all levels. 
Be ready to cut, paste and 
learn! 
 

Presented by:  
Concepcion Regalado  
From: Del Valle Middle 
School  
     
In this session, I will share 
how our campus has 
incorporated literacy 
across contents.  Join us 
and learn how your 
campus can do the same. 
 

Presented by: 
TEKS RS Consultant 
From: Region 19 
 
With new and 
streamlined standards, 
TEKS RS has made many 
changes.  Join us as we 
lead you through a 
navigation of the 
system, get your 
questions and answered 
and see what is new. 

 Closing and Door Prizes 

 
To register, visit https://txr19.escworks.net/ Session #184231. 

Schedule is subject to change.  If you would like more information, contact us at 915-780-5075. 

https://txr19.escworks.net/
https://txr19.escworks.net/

